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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (s. ^ 

UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.97 and §1.98 ^ ^ 



Honorable Commissioner of 

Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.56, Applicant hereby notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office of the following documents for the above -identified 
application, which were cited in the International Search 
Report. Copies of the documents set forth below and listed on 
the attached Form PTO-144 9, and copies of the search reports, 
are provided herewith. 

1. World Patent No. W0 00/66186 

2. U. S. Patent No. 4,687,635 

3. World Patent No. W0 99/32162 

4. World Patent No. W0 01/58499 
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5. U. S. Patent No. 5,868,999 

6. Patent Abstracts of Japan; Vol. 1995, No. 08, 29 

September 1995 and JP 07 13 623 6 A (I WAT ATE IRY0 
KIKAI SEISAKUSHO:KK) , 30 May 1995, Abstract. 

Documents 3-6 were cited as state of the art "A" type 
references . 

Documents 1 and 2 were cited as obvious "Y" type 
references . 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed 
(1) no later than three months from the application's filing 
date, or (2) before the mailing date of the first Office Action 
on the merits and, therefore, no Certification Under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.97 (e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.17 (p) is required. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as 
an admission that any such document constitutes prior art 
against the claims of the present application. Applicant does 
not waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate 
to antedate or otherwise remove any listed document as a 
competent reference against the claims of the present 
application. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the listed documents 
be considered by the Examiner and be made of record in the 
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INITIAL 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 



4,687,635 



08/18/87 



Kaehler et. al 



A61L 



220 



5,868,999 



02/09/99 



Karlson 



A61L 



220 4fr 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



WO 00/66186 



DATE 



09/11/00 



COUNTRY 



World 



CLASS 



A61L 



SUBCLASS 



2/20, 2/2 



Translation 



WO 99/32162 



01/07/99 



World 



A61L 



2/20 



WO 01/58499 



16/08/01 



World 



A61L 



2/20 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc) 



Patent Abstracts of Japan; Vol. 1995, No. 08, 29 September 1995 and JP 07 136236 A (IWATATE IRYO KIKAI 
SEISAKUSHO:KK), 30 May 1995, Abstract 



I EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



I EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
I not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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present application and that an initialed copy of Form PTO-1449^ 



be returned in accordance with MPEP §609 



PENDORF & CUTLIFF 
5111 Memorial Highway- 
Tampa, Florida 33634-7356 
(813) 886-6085 



Respectfully submitted, 

% 




K. Cutliff 
Registration No. 40,577 



Date: April 1, 2003 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING AND AUTHORIZATION TO CHARGE 

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE STATEMENT, Form PTO-1449, and six references and 
attachments thereto for U.S. Application No. 10/072,084 filed 
February 8, 2002, were deposited in first class U.S. mail, 
postage prepaid, addressed: Attn: Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231, on this the 1 st day of April, 
2003 . 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees, which may be required at any time during the 
prosecution of this application without specific authorization, 
or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 16-0877. 
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